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NotebookLM for Family Storybanking

Imagine having a place where all of your family’s stories live together — a kind of digital
scrapbook that you can search, explore, and use to spark new conversations. That's what
NotebookLM can do.

NotebookLM is a free tool from Google that lets you upload your stories — interview video,
audio, transcripts, letters, notes, even scanned photos — and then interact with them. It's
like having a family memory assistant sitting right there with you.

How to Use NotebookLM for Your Storybank

1. Gather your stories

Start simple. Record a conversation with a parent, grandparent, or sibling. Don’t worry
about making it perfect — just capture the story. Then, use a free app like Otter.ai or the
Recorder app on your phone to turn that conversation into text.

2. Upload to NotebookLM

Go to https://notebooklm.google/

Create a new “Notebook” in NotebookLM (for example: The Yada Family Storybank).
Upload your transcripts, documents, or even family recipes and letters. Each upload

becomes part of your living library.

3. Ask questions
Here's the fun part! You can now “talk” to your family archive. Type in questions like:

e “What does Grandpa say about his first job?”
e “Find stories about childhood games.”

e “Summarize Mom'’s immigration story.”

NotebookLM will pull the answers from the stories you've uploaded. It makes finding
memories easy and quick — even if you don't have time to listen to a full two-hour
interview.


https://notebooklm.google/
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4. Create family projects
Use what you find to make something special:

A slideshow for a birthday or reunion.
A short storybook for the kids.
A “story of the week” email or group chat post.

A timeline of your family’s history.

Why Families Love This

Keeps things organized: no more random files buried in your phone.

Easy to share: you can copy and paste highlights into group chats or print them into
keepsakes.

Brings stories to life: instead of stories sitting in folders, they become a living,
breathing family archive.

Other Simple Tech Tools to Try

Day One Journal — a beautiful app for capturing quick notes, voice recordings, and
photos.

Descript — lets you edit audio like a Word doc (great for polishing interviews).
Canva - turn quotes or family sayings into posters or social media graphics.
Shutterfly / Blurb — print out family storybooks or photo albums.

Private YouTube Channel — upload videos of interviews to share with family only.
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Fun ideas to try:
e Add a QR code to a family photo that links to the story behind it.

e Create a voice memo chain in WhatsApp where each week, one person shares a
memory.

e Make a “This Day in Our Family’s History” post using highlights from NotebookLM.

The beauty of these tools is that they’'re simple and flexible. You don’t need fancy gear. You
don’t need to be a tech expert. You just need to start — one story, one upload, one

question at a time. Over time, you'll have something truly priceless: a living storybank your
family can keep adding to for generations.
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Other Tech Solutions to Make It Come Alive

1. StoryBank Apps

e Day One Journal (beautiful, simple journaling app — add voice, text, or photos).

e Notion (create a family “memory hub” with folders for each person, timeline view,
tags).

e Evernote / Apple Notes / Google Keep (easy, free, shareable).

2. Transcription & Audio Tools

e Otter.ai: Automatic transcripts with speaker identification.

e Descript: Edit audio like a Word doc, add captions, and polish family interviews into
short clips.

e Rev: Paid but very accurate transcription service for key interviews.

3. Story Sharing Platforms

e FamilySearch Memories (free, global archive run by FamilySearch — permanent
preservation).

e StoryCorps App (guided questions + upload to the U.S. Library of Congress archive).
e YouTube Private Channels (upload family videos and interviews, set to “private” or

“unlisted”).

4. Creative Outputs

e Shutterfly / Blurb: Print storybooks or photo books.
e Canva: Turn quotes or stories into graphics or posters.

e iMovie / CapCut: Make short family story videos with background music and
captions.
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5. Long-Term Archiving

e Google Drive / Dropbox: Simple shared folders with naming conventions (e.g.,
“Interview_Person_LASTNAME_FIRSTNAME_YYYY-MM-DD").

e External hard drive + cloud backup: For redundancy (one physical, one digital).
e Internet Archive / Personal Websites: For families who want something permanent

and public.

6. Fun, Interactive Ideas
e QR Codes on Family Photos: Scan the photo, hear the story.
e “Story of the Week” Newsletter: Auto-generated from NotebookLM highlights.

e Voice Memo Chain: Family WhatsApp/Signal group where each week someone
posts a voice note about a memory.

Together, these tools can transform the project from recording stories once

into a living, breathing family library that gets used, shared, and passed
down.
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